ST MARGARET’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

CONSTITUTION

(Ratified 10 May 2010)

1.
TITLE:
The Council shall be called “St Margaret’s




Parish Pastoral Council” hereinafter referred to as




“The Council”.

2.
OBJECTS:
To assist the clergy in the activities of the Parish and




to act in an advisory capacity to them.

3.
COMPOSITION:
The Council shall comprise:

3.1 The Parish Priest who shall be ex-officio and 

President of the Council.

3.2 Not less than 12 and not more than 15 members from the Parish.  Each member shall be nominated by two Parishioners and upon approval of such nomination by the Parish Priest (which approval shall not be automatic) shall be elected.   In the event of more than two nominations there will be a ballot.

3.3 Co-opted members who may serve the Parish in a

particular way and who are nominated by the Parish

Priest, and who will remain members at the discretion 

of the Parish Priest.

4. OFFICE-BEARERS:

There shall be a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Chairperson shall chair the meetings.  In the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson or any other member nominated by the meeting shall act as Chairperson.  The Secretary shall record the Minutes of the proceedings and keep proper records of the Council’s business and record attendances.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for handling all finance and keeping proper records.

5. TENURE OF OFFICE:

5.1             
The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and 

Treasurer shall be appointed annually by the Council from their own number, but shall be eligible for immediate re-election by the Council.


5.2

One half of the elected members of the Council shall 

retire every three years by agreement between the members.  A retiring member shall be eligible for nomination for re-election.

6. PROCEEDINGS:

6.1         

The Council shall meet every two months (excluding

July and August).

6.2       

The AGM of the Council will be in May when a 

report of the Council’s activities will be furnished to the Parishioners.

6.3       

A quorum at Council meetings shall comprise 50% of

elected members including at least one office bearer.

6.4     

All decisions of the Council will require the approval

of the Parish Priest and a majority of voting members present.

6.5      

The Council shall have power to appoint sub-

committees.  Each sub-committee shall have a Chairperson and Secretary and shall have power to 

co-opt non-voting members in a consultative capacity.

6.6       

Each elected member will be entitled to one vote.  Co-

opted members shall not be entitled to vote.  The Chairperson of the meeting shall have the casting vote.

7. RULES:

7.1      

Members shall normally reside in the Parish but this

shall not be essential.

7.2     

Members who do not attend three consecutive 

meetings of the Council without apology shall cease automatically to be members.

7.3   

Any vacancy resulting from the resignation of a

member or otherwise will, at the discretion of the Council, be filled by co-option by the Council or by election by the Parishioners by ballot.  Any such co-opted member will be entitled to vote as if elected.

8. POWER TO AMEND

It shall be in the power of the Council to alter, amend or modify anything herein contained by majority vote of the Council at an ordinary meeting of the Council with the agreement of the Parish Priest.

